June 11, 2021

Welcome Kandice Johnson, Memorial’s new EVS manager

So far we’ve made a good impression on Kandice Johnson, our new environmental services manager. “I have
worked with thousands of people in my lifetime but I have to admit that Memorial has the absolute nicest group of
individuals that I have ever worked with,” she said after just one week of work at Memorial.
Kandice spent five years working as an operations supervisor and licensed life and health
insurance agent in Richardson, TX before starting her journey in healthcare at Parkland
Hospital in Dallas in 2018. Born and raised in Mississippi, she has been a resident of
Dallas for ten years. She attended Rust College in Holly Springs, the oldest HBCU
(Historically Black College/University) in Mississippi.
You might ask what drew her to become an EVS manager, especially in Nacogdoches.
“Honestly I did not choose EVS, EVS chose me!” said Kandice. “I have gained so much
knowledge over the last three years and I absolutely love it. I was presented with an
opportunity for a change of scenery and Nacogdoches made the shortlist! I’m so happy to be
here.”
The most useful advice Kandice has ever gotten fits right in with her recent journey. “No matter where your career
leads you, always remain flexible, adaptable, relatable and trainable,” she said. The philosophy she lives and works
by is equally relevant. “Commit to being kind, showing integrity and not making excuses.”
Welcome to the family, Kandice!

Lowe’s donates wipes, masks
This month, our local Lowe’s home improvement
center generously donated a truck load of masks and
sanitizer wipes... literally a truck load!
Thanks so much to Lowe’s for their continued support
of Nacogdoches Memorial.

Departments offer services at Senior Center

Several departments participated in a small health fair
hosted by the Nacogdoches Senior Center last month.
Bomar Rehab, the trauma department, Memorial
Family Medicine and Dr. James Otto’s office offered
information and free screening services like blood sugar
and blood pressure to those who attended.
The trauma department will make a presentation on
fall prevention in a Lunch and Learn today, Friday.

Interested in a career at NMH?

Apply @ https://www.nacmem.org/careers/all/
Stop by Human Resources or call 936.568.8543

Auxiliary hosts linen sale next week

Cozy up with some fresh new linens! This year, the
Nacogdoches Memorial Auxiliary Luxury Linen Sale
will be Monday, June 14 through Wednesday, June
16 in the Auxiliary Conference Center at the times
listed below. The popular sale offers all sizes and a
huge variety of colors of 1800 thread count sheet
sets, as well as bamboo pillows, blankets, quilt sets
and more!
All proceeds will benefit Memorial Hospital
Auxiliary projects.
They’ll be accepting cash, cards, checks and
payroll deduct. Come out to stock up before the
sale ends!
Monday - 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

Ashley Williams and Sylvia Thompson, from our
materials management department, enjoyed the last
auxiliary linen sale which was held in 2019. Don’t
miss the 2021 sale early next week!

•   Tuesday - 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.   •   Wednesday - 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Annual tobacco screening requirements change

The decision has been made to waive the mandatory re-testing for those
individuals already on the non-tobacco insurance plan. It will remain
mandatory for those who wish to move to the non-tobacco plan level (or
they have to complete a tobacco cessation program).
Any current employee electing medical insurance for the first time and
new hires that are eligible for insurance are required to complete a tobacco
test. To schedule a test, please contact Amanda Meshell at ext. 4601.

HOSA students collect blankets for tiniest patients

The Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) members from
Nacogdoches High School have been collecting baby blanket donations
for over a year with a plan to present them to the Nacogdoches Memorial
Health NICU and other facilities. Noel Dominy and Brandy Lawrence, from
the NMH women and children’s department, were proud to receive the
generous donation, which was made under the umbrella of the Grace
Blankets organization.
Grace Blankets was created in honor and memory of Matt and Tara
Jarvis’s infant daughter, Piper Grace, who lived her entire 10-month life in
the NICU at Children’s Mercy Hospital in Kansas City. Yearning to honor their
baby’s life and the blessings brought by the NICU staff that cared for her, the
couple landed on the gifting of adorable blankets and linens for
babies in neonatal intensive care units across the nation.
We are grateful to HOSA advisor Coy Van Valkenburgh (right) and her
dedicated students for their hard work and compassion for our tiniest
patients.

Shane Allen from the plant ops
department was busy making
repairs and reinstalling bumper
guards in IMC and ICU after the
COVID-19 walls finally came
down. The temporary walls were
constructed well over a year ago
to sequester coronavirus patients
from the general population. Our
COVID-19 numbers have been on
a steady decline and the walls are
no longer needed!

Food Truck Friday
Today!
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Blount Park

